124 AversTt, 1921.]

‘*I was educated as au engincer, and I was
taught that the greatest water scheme in the
world was your Coolgardie water scheme. 1
had read tributes to its efficieney in almost
every European language. T never heard it
condemned or ron down snywhere exeept in
Western Austraila. The first thing I did
on arriving at Kalgoorlie was to go to the
water scheme oflice there, to see one of the
engineers. . I approached the cngineer with
these words, ‘1 have come to see your mag-
nifiecent water seheme.’ This fellow said,
‘Magnificent! Where did you get that
word from?' T replied that I thought the
scheme was a magnificent one. He retorted,
‘Tt is not; it is.n rotten failure, and it is
going. to bankernpt the State.’ [ said,
‘Are you telling me the truth?’ He 4aid,
‘Yes. Come to-morrow and I will prove it
to you.’’’ And the next day, when they
went along the pipe track together, the en-
gineer had a mavvy with pick and shovel
proceeding in front to expose wvarious por-
tions of the track in order to convinee this
vigitor from another country that the pipe
line wns votten and was going to drive West-
crn Australia to bankruptey. The visitor's
comment to me was, ‘‘In any other country
they would. have had a navvy going ahead to
cover up the bad points. If ever you put
up a monument to typify the spirit of the
West, model it on that man with the pick
and shovel: he would be emblematical of
your citizens."? That man with the pick and
shovel exposing the faults of our land teo
a stranger is,- 1 fear, typical of only too
many ‘Western Australian citizens, T he-
lieve that the proper spirit is that of healthy
optimism, for which T heartily commend our
Premier. With that optimism and this won-
derful land of which we have been made the
guardians and inheritors, everything is pos-
sible for Western Australians, and our over-
draft need not worry us too much. But we
have to be wore optimistie, we must have a
stronger and more abiding faith in this great
State of which God has given us the guard-
ianship.

On motion by Mr., Wilson, decbate ad-
journed.

House adjowrned at 10.50 pm.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p, and read prayers.

QUESTION—OLD WOMEN'S HOME.

Hon. A, H. PANTOXN asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Is there an official visiting
conmiittee to the 0ld Women’s Home at Fre-
mantte? 2, Tf so, who arc the members of

, the committee? 3, Is a report furnished by

the committee to the Minister? 4, If so, on
what date was the last report furnished?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No, but some weeks ago steps were
taken to rveappoint a eommittee, and the fol-
lowing organisations were cach asked to nom-
inate one member:—TLabonr Women's Organ-
isation, Women's Service Guild of Western
Australin, National Council of Women. 2,
Nominations liave only just Dbeen received,
and the new committee wi]l be appointed
forthwith, 3, The last report of the previous
committee was in November, 1920,

QUESTION—SCHOOL, TEACHERS’
STRIEE PAY.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Is it a faet that the full
deduetion of strike pay was made from the
sulary of the deceased school teachers, Miss
Mullet and Mr. Prisk? 2, Is he aware that
the Tgachers’ Union refunded the amount to
the relatives of the deceased teachers? 3,
Does he eonsider rigid insistence in such cases
in the ,best interests of the Education De-
partment? 4, Will he issue the necessary
anthority to prevent future deductions in sim-
ilar cases?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 8, In no case has the
decition of the Govermment that advances
made against wages lost during the strike
period must he refunded, been departed from,
4, The.refunds will .be_completed next-amonth
and an anomaly weould be created by issuing
the authority suggested.

COL{MITTEES FOR THE SESSION,
Additional A ember.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
Hon. J. J. Holmes was appointed to aet for
the President on the Honse Committee.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day. .
‘Debate resumeit from the previous day.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
[4.35]: I congratulate the Leader of the
Housz on having sofficiently recovered his
health to be once more amongst us. T alse de-
sire to congratulate the new member (Hon.
1. E. 8. Willmott). His Parliamentary ex-
perience gained in another place should stand
him in good atead in this Chamber. The first
paragraph of His Excelleney s Speech peints
out that the Government received £926,004
additional revenue for 1921 as apgainst that
of the previous year, and that we finished up
with a deficit of £686,726. Some five years
ago, when we had a Labour Governmeut in
office, there was not only Press criticism of
the finances, but eriticism alse from cvery
member in opposition to the Labour Party.
Strange to say, during this session the
criticism that, in my opinion, should be
levelled at the Government is not forthcom-
ing. Apparently, the majority of members
are of opunon that nothing can be done by
eriticism in the direction of brmgmp; the Gov
ernment to effeet necessary ceconomies. Year
after year for the last five yecars have we
been promised that the Government would
take in hand the question of our financial
position, and that every cffort would be made
%o remedy the drift. When we find that we
have a deficit of no less than £686,726 for
the financial year, we are justified in asking
ourselves in What direction have the Gov-
ernment effected the desired eecnomies. The
deficit for the last finaneial year brings the
total deficit to £4,773,431. 'This drift on the
part of the Government is reflected right
through the industries of the State. What-
ever the reason, there does not appear to be
that confidence in the industrial life of the
State which we should have. T am prepared
t) admit that our ever accumulating deficit
Las a great deal to do with the pesition in-
dustrially throughout the State. There has
oeen some criticiam on the part of at *least
the Labour members in another place, but on
the other hand we have members saying
that they are prepared to render evety as.
sistance to the Government in the remedying
of the financial position. However, very few
suggestions are offered, while all that we can
get from the Government is that they intenil

- to economise, Further, it has been pointed
out that at the elose of tihis financinl vear
we exceeded the cstimated deficit by £285-
4253. This has been attributed tc the strike
of locomative drivers anl firemen early this
vear. In this conncction it might be pointed
out that comsiderable bungling made that
strike possible. The (ommissioner of Rail-
ways, the Minister for Railways, and the
Government generally had due naotice of what
was likely to happen unless the matber was
taken in hamd and dealt with' before the ex-
piration of the agreement. Unfortunately,
the ("ommissioner elected to pose as a strong
man, a man prepared to fight his cmployees
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every inch of the road. The result is we are
now tolll that the strike represented a loss
to the State of £285425.4 The Government
are deserving of censure. Not the whole of
the responsibility can be thrown on the Com-
raissioner of Railways, because after all the
Commissioner is responsible to the Minister,
and had the Minister and the Government
taken this matter in hand it would have been
ended in a very short time. While it may be
that the loss of £285,425, the amount by
which the estimated deficit was exeeeded, has
been contributed to by the locometive drivers
and firemen’s strike, it is as well that we
take into consideration the stalement, pre-
sented here only yesterday, of comparative
results of the working of the railways for the
last five years. T draw attention to item 29,
showing that the total tonnage of goods and
live stock for the year 1920 amounted to
3,071,936 tons, while the total nvmber of per-
sons employed in the railways that year was.
7,669, .For the year 1921 the total tonnage
of goods and livestock was 3,015,704 tons,
while the total nummber of persons employed
was 8,083, From this it will be seen that
there is an excess of 404 persons employed
in 1921 as against 1920, although we are
faced with a decreased tonnage of 56,232
tons. The C'ommissioner of Railways has now

launched out on a poliey of retrenchment,

Men are being put out of employment, for the
purpese of effecting the necessary economies
in the railway system. The explanation 1
want is as to why so0 many extra cm-
ployees were placed in the railway
svstem for the year 1921 as against 1920
There has been a decrease in the total ton-
vage by 56,000 odd tons. Certainly, there
seems something wrong in the administration
of the railway system; and an explanation
should be forthcoming from the Commis-
sioner of Railways, from the Minister for
Railways, and from the Government. Let
me explicitly admit that T am not opposed
to the cutting out of waste labour, or of
traing which are run at a less. But, still,
1 do wish to see the efficicncy of our railway
system maintained. If retrenchment. is to
ge on without sufficient care for our indus-
tries, a hardship will be inflicted not only on
the primary producer but on the whole of
our people, Indeed, we shall he doing some-
thing which, instead of having the effect of
economiging, will in the leng run merely cut
out a large proportion of the tonnage carried
by our railway systenn. I would warn the
Uommissioner of Railways to exercise care in
the divectign which 1 have indicated. The
Speech mentions that the State’s credit is
good. Yet, on the opening day of this ses-
sion we were asked to pass a measure for
the purpose of cnabling the Agent Genceral
in London to sign Treasury bills to the
amount of two millions sterling with a view
to tiding over a few months, until a more
favourable opportunity should present itself
for the flotation of a loan of two millions.
If our eredit iz good, why the issue of these
Treasury bills! If it js imperative that a
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+loan should be floated, have not the Govern-
ment had sufficient time to make the needful
arrangements for the flotation? To my
mind, the Government have failed in con-
nection with the proposed flotation, but are
ot prepared to admit the fact, and there-
fore come to Parliament asking for the pass-
ing of o measure to endable the Agent Gen-
eral to sign those Treasury bills, Ko doubt
we all have our own opinion on the matter,
Now as to the mining industry. We have
been told many times by the greater part of
the Press of this State that the mining in-
dustry is severely depreged. We have been
told, further, that that depression is largely
due to the increase in wages granted to the
men cmployed in the industry. Tn fairness
to those workers, howeter, we shownld take
into consideration also the heavy additional
imposts placed on the mining industry by
increases in the cost of mining requisites.
We are all fairly familiar with the heavy
increase there has been in the price of drill
steel. I am told that the increase is one
from £24 to £98 per ton; that is for ordin-
ary drill steel required in the carrying on of
mining operations. As regards special steel
for what is lkmown as the lining Arill, a drvill
which carries water through the centre right
down to the kottom of the hole for the pur-
pose of killing dust at the place of origin,
the price has risen from £60 per ton to £160.
Cyanide has gone from £8 to £18 per ease;
detonators from 3s. 9d. to 1ls. 9d4. and 13s.
per box. Another item which it is well to
mention here is the priee of dynamite, which
term ingludes gelignite, gelatine, and other
grades of explosives used in mining opera-
tions.  Shortly after the signing of the
Armistice, Nobel and Co, of Glasgow were
responsible for the amalgamation of 37 ex-
plosive-producing companies operating in
Great Britain, the object being to combine
the production and sale of explosives. That
combination has meant an additional burden
of no less than £72,000 per annum on the
mining industry of Western Australia.
Hon. G. W, Miles: And there is also the
operation of the high tariff imposed by the
Commonwealth,
" Hom. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is another
madtter,
Hon, T. Nicholson: But how mueh of the
increased cost is due to the high tariff i
Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: That is apart
from the question. My friends may know
the operation of the tariff better than I do.
Certainly, I am aware that an explosive
manufacturing company in Victoria a few
.. months ago eircularised all the Parliamentary
representatives in this State with a view to
having the duty on dynamite raised. If
that company achieved its object, no doubt
that means yet another burden on the mining
industry of this State. These things should
be taken into account when members of Par-
liament and the Press of this State tell in-
vestors and the public generally that from
an increase in wages and alterations in con-
slitions of labour in the mining industry
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here, the depression in the industry has re-
sulted. It is not.only a matter of inereased
wages. Asg Mr. Panton has pointed out, the
increase in wages has been brought about as
the result of the action of people who are in
a position to force the worker to make
greater demands upon hig industry owing to
the fact that his cost of living is increased.
Even to-day, as also pointed out by Mr, Pan-
ton, the wage received by the miner will not
in point of purchasing power compare with
the wage which he reccived eight or ten
years age. .

Hon, A. H, Panton: The purchasing power
of the present wage is less by 1s. 8d. per
day. ' .

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Then there is
also the question of higlier railway freights,
It I remember rightly, we have had no less
than three inercases in railway freights dur-
ing the past five years. The Governor’s
Speech mentions that the Minister for Mines
has been glad to assist in equipping 72 pro-
speeting parties for the further prospecting
of this State’s auriferous country. In that
conneetion it is well to take into acecount how
the State is assisting those prospeetors in,
the matter of railway freights. Unless the
Government are prepared to reduce those
freights, we cannot look forward with eonfi-
dence to a revival of prospecting. One need
only travel through the FEastern Goldfields
and the North Coolgardic areas to know that
the prospector whom we had a few years
ago has disappeared.

Hon. J. Cornell:
State taxation.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: To-day we are
trying to create prospectors by a system of
apprenticeship, having lost the men who had
devoted many years of their lives to acquir-
ing the neccessary knowledge of partieular
stretches of country and other details which
stand one in good stend when on a prospect-
ing expedition. Railway freights must-re-
ceive attention for the sake of the mining
industry, Unless the cost of produetion in
gold mining is reduced by the cutting down
of railway .freights, the Government will
not be rendering the assistanee which is es-
sential to the opening up of our mining
fields. ‘There is no need to despair of min-
ing in this State. Only within the last fort-
night a find has been reported about 37
miles from Kalgoorlic on the Great West-
¢rn Railway. Up to date the news from the
find has been most favourable. We all know
that sometimes it is necessary to do a great
deal of prospecting work before new wmines

Owing to Federal and

.can be loeated. What the Government -should

do is to render every possible assistance to
prospectors who are prepared to go out and
risk their own money in trying to make new
finds.

Hon. J. Ewing: Are not the Government
doing that?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I am pointing
out that in the absence of reduction of rail-
way freights the Government are not doing
all that should be done to foster prospecting
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and so develop the mining industry. ILet me
draw the attention of the House to the many
centres in the North Coolgardie and Eastern
Goldfields districts which in years past were
gold-producing, but to-day are in a stagnant
condition, In the Laverton distriet, outside
a few prospecting parties, very little mining
indeed is being done. At Leonora the same
condition of affairs obtains. At Kookynie,
which produced a great quantity of gold in
years gone Dby, there is now stagnation. And
so right <own the line to Kalgoorlie, not omit-
ting mention of Menzies and Comet Vale.
There must be some reason for this I say
‘the reason is mot far to seek. The increase
in the cost of production is so great that the
mines have not been able to live profitably
to the shareholders. It is not merely a ques-
tion of wages and conditions of labour; the
real issue is the cost of mining requisites.
‘Where only a few thousand pounds cxtra re-
sults from an increase of wages obtained by
an appeal to the Arbitration Court, the
higher cost of mining requisites amounts to
geores of thousands of pounds,

Hon. A, H, Panton: And then there is the
taxation.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is another
question. I was pleased to note from the
Speech that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to relax taxation on the sale of
mines. I know that that action will have
a tendeney in the direction I desire to some
extent. At the same time I would like to
see the Government make representations to
the Federal Government with a view to tak-
ing similar action. If we desgire to foster the
mining industry, we must do something in
that direction. We must reduce taxation,

Hon, G, W. Miles: Why not get the Labour
Party to oppose the -Federal tariffy -

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The Iederal
Labour Party are in exactly the same posi-
tion as we are in this Chamber. They are in
the minority.

Hon. G. W, Miles: They helped to carry
the high tariff against the mining industry.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: Surely Mr. Miles
knows sufficient to appreciate that the Fed-
eral Labour Party are not in a position to
bring down a Bill

Hon, G. W, Miles: They are in a position
to vote against taxation.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: But they cannot
bring in a Bill, The tariff has been levied by
the Federal Government.

Hon. G. W. Miles,
Lahour Party,

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In addition to
that, as Mr. Miles or the party with whom
he is asgociated——

Hen, G. W, MMiles:
with any party.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: Neither Mr.
Miles nor the party he represents made any
representations to the Federal Government
on this matter. .

Hon. G. W. Miles: Yes, the member for
Dampier took action and put up a fight
against the tariff.

Supported by the

I am not associataed

{COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is onlp
one man and he is a representative of the
Country Party-——not the party with which
Mr, Miles is associated, I am pleased to
note that the Government intend to remedy
the position regarding taxation on the sale
of mines. It is perhaps well known to
members that only recently two properties
were offered for sale, Mining companies
wete prepared to investigate the values of
those mines, and they were prepared to put
capital into them with a view to developing
the propositions. When it eame to a ques-
tion of sale, howe®r, the price placed upon
those properties for the purpose of giving
the prospector, who discovered the value of
the mines, an adequate return for the pro-
position, plus taxation, was such that the
options were abandoned. Incidents of this
nature do not make for the prosperity of
the mining industry.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do the instances you
refer to include the Comet Vale proposition?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: No. If con-
ditions prevail owing to taxation which re-
sult in restrictions being. placed upon ecapi-
tal being invested in the mining industry,
that position has to be remedied. Last
gegsion Parliament passed an amendment to
the Mining et and part of the amending
Bill was for the purpose of controlling
tributing in mines. That Act has not met
with goodwill at the hands of the mine
owners. The tributers say they are pre-
pared to continue tributing under the pro-
visions of the Act; the mine owmers say
they are not prepared to let tributes under
the amending legislation, Strange to say,
withont the Act being given a trial, the
Minister for Mines appointed a Royal Com-
mission to inquire imte tributing on the
eastern goldfields, Tt seems to me that the
Minister recogrised the claims of the mine
owners and that he was prepared to say he
was in favour of a modification of that
particular section of the Mining Aect
Amendment Aet, Tn my opinion, that atti-
tude is wrong. The Minister for Mines
bronght down the Bill laat year and, with
certain minor amendments, the Bill went
through both Houses and bhecame an Aet,
It has never been given a trial and yet we
now have a Royal Commission appointed to
go into the whole matter because the mine
owners state that they will not let tributes
under the Aet. The Act should have been
given a trial. If the mine owners were not
preparcd to let tributes under the Act, then
it is high time for Parliament to take into
consideration the best means of keeping the
mining industry going. Tf the companies
have worked mines profitably for a number
of years and then closed down and still
want to hang on to the leases simply by
complying with the labour conditions—
which labour conditions were not enacted
to deal with old mines, but merely for new
leaseas—ther Parlinment should see that
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legislation is passed which will be in the
hest interests of the mining industry. See-
ing that the Commission’s report has not
been received yet, I will content myself
with these few remarks on that aspect, It
might be as well to mention that there are
« pumber of leases under which large areas
of country are held up at the present time,
through the application of the clause in the
Mining Act dealing with concentration of
labour. Some of these leases have not been
worked at all and some have not been
developed to any extent, One mining com-
pany holds something like 337 acres, owing
te concentration of labour. Jf we allow
that sort of thing to eontinue we will have
the mining industry whittled down to such
an extent that only a few mines will be
operating. This positien should oceasion
concerh to the Mines Department and the
Government should consider whether con-
centration of labour should be permitted in
cases such ag T have dealt with. I am
pleased to know that an important dis-
covery of eocal has been made in the Irwin
River district. I do not kaow the value
of the product which has been discovered,
but it is to be hoped that it will represent
an additional asset to this State. For some
vears past I have heard members represent-
ing that particular portion of the State,
speaking in favour of the establishment of
smelters at Geraidton for the purpose of
treating lead and copper ores from North-
ampton and the contigunous districts. If
this coal should prove snitable, it will mean
that we shall see a great development in
that portion of the State. I want to touch
upon a guestion that is giving the Labour
movement much concern and that is the
_large numbers of men who are cut of em-
ployment. Ounly a few weeks ago T visited
the Eastern Goldfields district and was
given to understand by people who should
krow, that between 300 and 1,000 men were
out of work up there. In a State like this,
with the deficit which we have to face,
there is something wrong in permitting 800
to 1,000 men to ¢entinue to be vnemployed.
It is a distinet loss to the eountry, I know
there have also been demonstrations in the
mctropolitan area and requests have been
put before the Premier with a view to deal-
ing with the unemployed problem down
here. Outside the land settlement scheme,
however, no provision has been made to
cope with the upemployed difficulty, All
om people are mnot suitable for farmers,
not, irrcspeetive of what training they may
receive, are they men suitable to go on the
land. There lhas been a tightening up of
the expenditure of money on public works.
There are few undertakings in hand with a
view to establishing public works of benefit
to the State and thus utilising this labour.
It is a responsibility resting upon the Gov-
ernment to find suitable employment for
the men whe are out of employment. Men
who have been employed in the miping in-
dustry for 10 or 15 years are oot suitable
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to wield axes and mattocks and other tools
necessary for clearing land, They are not
suitable for that class of work. They re-
quire some employment in which their
labour can Dbe used to the best advantage
to the State. If they were sent to do clear-
ing work, they would not clear enough to
pay far the whisky they bought on the way
down to the job—-and that would be little
cenough, beeause they have so little money.
Some more ctongenial form of work should
be found for these men, go that their labour
ean be utilizsed to the greatest advantage.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wittenoom: Is it not a
pity that these men do not take on shearing
and earn from 30s. to 40s. a day.

Hon. A, H, Panton: There are not many
men taken on who have not had training in
shearing.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: The same thing
applies in connection with the pastoral in-
dustry. These men who are out of work are
not shearers and shearers require to be trained
before they can take on that work, It also
requires training over a period of many
years to make a good miner. No doubt some
of the younger men could be turned into
shearers, bat they will not accept work in
connection with the pastoral industry until
the present dispute with the shearers is set-
tled. Perhaps Sir Edward Wittenoom and
gome peopie that hon. member happens
to know pretty well, are desirous of pget-
ting more men to go out and if more reason-
able conditions were offeredl wno doubt we
would assist them, Regarding land settle-
ment I am pleased to note that the Premier
a little time ago made known the fact that
some 400 blocks would be made available in
the Esperance district to men, no doubt, who
had been tbhrown out of work in connection
with the mining industry. It would be inter-
esting to know, however, how the Premier
intends those men should get to their blocks
and what provision he had made to place
400 men on the blocks he has referred to.
The majority of the workers in the mining
industry have not sufficient capital to go im-
mediately upon the land, even with assistance
from the Agricnltural Bank. I believe thab
the Government can do something by way of
organisation to place these men in an ade-
quate manner on the blocks in the Esper-
ance districts. Tt is advisable that something
of that sort should be done rather than they
should be blocked at the first hurdle becanse
they were not possessed of the necessary
finances. ‘We are also told that 800 blocks
ave to be made available in the South-West-
ern portion of this State. The same position
will apply te the South-West as I have indi-
cated in connection with the Esgperance dis-
trict. Unless these men are assisted to pet
down te the blocks in the South-West I can-
not see howl we can get any large number
of men to leave the goldfields and take up
blocks in the South-Western areas. No doubt
many of them will make efforts to secure one,
of the 400 blocks to be made available in
the Esperance Qistrict. This brings me to the
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question of immigration. A few eveninpgs
ago we heard members complaining of the
small number of immigrants arriving in this
State. It wonld be as well to take into con-
sideration at the same time the large number
of our own people who are out of employ-
ment. It is useless to bring people to this
State from the Old Country if they have
to seek work when they arrive here,

Hon. J. Duffell: Eighty-six landed at Al-
bany from the °‘/Themistocles'’ the other
week and 83 of them were engaged before
they pot to Perth.

Hon. J. CCNNINGHAM: Yes, for about
23s. a week, and some of them were even
offered positions to enable them to get
colonial experience, with a promise of a job
when they had aequired such experience.

Hon. H. Stewart: You mean 253, a week
and keep.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Some people
even made offers to take these immigrants in
hand, giving them their food and training
in order to fit them for work in the agrienl-
tural areas.

Hon. J. Duffell: Find out what they were
engaged at.

Hon., J. CUNNINGHAM: In my opinion
it would not be in the best interests of the
State to bring workers out from the Old
Country to seek employment here geeing that
our labour market is congested at the present
time, We have hundreds of men out of
work, apart from those who follow the shear-
ing industry. T am not opposed to immigra-
tion so long as we get suitable immigrants,
men who are prepared@ te do their best in
the direction of developing the State and
who bring the necessary capital with them.
Tt is useless to bring people here, and then
turn them adrift to seek employment, while
there are so many of our own people out of
work. T do not know that much good can
result from my continuing the discussion on
the Address-in-reply. I certainly think that,
in view of the state of the finances, it is not
in the best interests of good government that
we should sit down and say that all we are
prepared to do is to assist the Government.
I am prepared to admit that T intend to eriti-
cise the Government. As I stated at the out-
set, we have been told year after vear for
the last five years that economies were to
be effected, and yet we find at the end of
the financigl year the deficit is still growing.
The aceumulated defieit has now reached ap-
proximately five millions, It is not for us te
tumble into this rut and say that all we are
prepared to do is to assist the Government,
but I wonld ask, ““How c¢an wa asgist the
Government unless the Government are pre-
pared to assist themselves by effecting the
necesaary economies?’’ I eaid T was not
averse to economies being effected in the rail-
way service, It has been demonstrated very
clearly by the figures T quoted that econo-
mies could be effected in the railway serviee,
T fail to see how the services of 404 more
railway employees could be utilised to the
hest interests of the State in 1921 as com-
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pared with 1920, In addition, T agree with
the Minister for Railways that he should
ent out trains which are now running at a
distinet loss,

Hon. A. H. Panton: XNincty per eent. of
the trains are running at a loss.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The Minister
shonld madify the serviees whieh are being
rur at a loss. There are districts in this State
whiech have four or six trains a fort-
night, and -which ecould very well do
with three trains a fortnight. This is
an aspect of the matter which should
be congidered, The ambition of the lMinister
for Railways should be to carrv on the rail-
ways effieiently. Tn conclusion, I would urge
the Government to do everything possible to
agsist the mining industry. We know that the
mining industry has done a great deal for
the State of Western Australia,. We Know
also that if the industry gcts that measnre
of support whieh ity past achievements in
gold production entitled it to, it will assist
largely in reducing the defieit, T hope that
not only the Minister for Mines, but the
whole of the members of the Government,
will give mining a much better chance of
reviving and thus secure for it a greater
measure of prosperity than has been the case
during the last three or four years.

Hon. H, STEWART (South-East) [5.21]:
Before referring to the Governor’s Speech, 1
wish to congratulate the Leader of the House
on being present again to lead the House and
conduct the business as he has done so effi-
cieutly in the past. T am sure I am only
echoing the hopes of all when T say that I
trust  his indisposition has completely
passed away, and that he will suffer
no ill-effects from the strenuous work
which lies before him during this ses-
sion. T wish to congratulate Mr. Willmott
on being returned as a member for the
South-West Province, and to express my
sense of the loss which the House has
sustained by the death of Mr. Clarke, whose
mature judgment and ripe experience proved
of great assistance to this House. Although
moat members have touched on the subjeet
of the finances, and although it forms the
opening paragraph in the Gavernor’s Speech,
and undoubtedly is of outstanding import-
ance, I do not intend to deal with it at
length beeause, in the near future, T hope to
be able to go fully inte the question of finance
and administration when discussing a motion
of which T have given notiee, and which ap-
pears on the Notice Paper. My remarks,
therefore, will be confined largely to other
matters referred to in the Governor's Speech.
One thing T would like to say on the subjeet
of the finances is in conneetion with the state-
ment made in the Speech and to which

attention has been directed by DMr.
Cunningham that ‘‘ the eredit of the
SBtate s geod.”” To put it  Triefly,

if the finances of the State continue to be
conducted as they have been during the last
four or five years, and 1if the deficit is al-
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lowed to grow as it has been doing, the time
must come when the eredit of the State will
noe longer be good, and when higher prices
will have to be paid for any money to be
raised.

Hon, J. Kirwan:

now,
" Hon, H, STEWART: So it is, but some
countries have to pay even higher prices for
the money they borrow, when the people who
have the meney to lend have no confidence
in the administration of such countries. 1
might instance some of the South American
republics, which are continnally in the
throes of revolutions. There is one refer-
ence 1 was particularly pleased to see in the
Speech, and that is the reference to the in-
tention of the Government to inaugurate a
wheat pool in connection with the forth-
voming harveat. I commend the Government
for the attitude they have adopted. Not
only is it in the interests of the people who
grow the wheat, but it is in the interests of
the whole of the community of the State and
in the interests of the finances of the State
to obtain better prices. The Speech containg
a paragraph as follows:—
With a view to further encouraging
prospecting for new goldfields, an amend-
ment of the Land and Income Tax Act re-
moving the heavy impost on the sale of
mines will be submitted for your consid-
eration,
This is a step which I and other members in
this House advocated last session, and I eon-
eratulate the Government ou their expressed
intention to give effect to it. I believe that
very soon a Bill will be introduced having
for its object the amendment of the section
responsible for the imposition of the present
charges, Mr. Cunningham has already re-
#Ferred to this subjeet and there is no need
to take up the time of the Honse in elaborat-
ing it. The charge is one which has un-
doubtedly imposed such a heavy burden on
the industry that it has absolutely held up
the sale and development of promising min-
ing properties.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenpom: DMMining is
the great thing we want to promote now,

Hon. H. STEWART: The hon. member’s
interjection is very much to the point. The
Government have underfaken to remove this
impoat. ‘The Premier has given a prémise
that legislation to this end will be brought
down. Buch legislation will remove what is
undoubtedly a restrietion which has abso-
Iutely held up business in conneetion with the
disposal of mining properties, namely the
sale of them by prospectors te companies
which would develop and work them on a
scale which wenld probably be remunerative.

Hon. J. Ewing: What about the Federal
taxation?

Hon. H. STEWART: I am pleased to
have this opportunity of speaking because I
have a set of figures which I think will in-
terest members. They deal with the eom-
parative productiveness of the different por-
tions of the State, and show the necessity

The price is pretty high
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for keeping before us bedrock principles and
for secking to encourage the development of
the outer portions of the State. T congratu-
late the Premier on his selection of MMr.
Maley ns Minister for Agriculture. When
Mr, Maley was chosen for that portfolio, he
was 8 man whose abilities were to a large
extent unknown, Regarding his administra-
tive acts since e has ocenpied the position,
I must express my appreciation of the
straight-out pronouncements he has made
from time to time, and commend him for
the steps he has taken for the reorganisation
of the Department of Agriculture. In doing
that he has done what I have advocated ever
since I have been a member of this Chamber.
He hag taken into account the necessity for
the recognition of industry, and the utilisa-
tion of technical men with technical training.
I have deplored the fact that our Technieal
Departments should be in the hands of cleri-
eal heads. The Minister for Agriculture has
appointed a director of agriculture to be
head of the department, just as we have a
medical man at the head of the Public
Health Department. I trust and believe that
the step thus taken will prove to be war-
ranted, and will lead to the development naot
only of the wheat belt, but of all branches
of the agricultural industry, in a more in-
telligent as well as a more economical man-
ner than has been the ease.in the past.

Hon. J. Ewing: He is entirely a wheat
man.

Hon. H, STEWART: The hon. member i
entirely wrong. I know that the Director of
Agriculture, before he had anything to do
with wheat or became a specialist in wheat
breeding, was closcly associated ® with the
dairying induostry in New South Wales, A
man interested in agriculture or a Director
of Agriculture eannot know or attend to all
wune branches of his department. He must
have administrative gifts and be able to dele-
gate his anthority to others.

don. J. Ewing: And have the requisite
knowledge.

Hon. H. STEWART: That is so. The
hon. member would probably take some ex-
ception te a Director of Agriculture who
happened te hold a diploma of the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons in Loodon.
The Director of Agrieulture in Viectoria hap-
pens to be a veterinary surgeon, but he is
certainly conversant with other bramches of
agriculture, and has specialists dealing with
different branches of the department. I ap-
preciate the faet that in his scheme of
reorganisation the Minister intends to utilise
our University, This University has a -
specially endowed Chair of Agriculiure,
which is turning out pgraduates in that
subjeet and giving them an opportunity, if
they are cfficient and good men, of obtain-
ing the necessary training and practical ex-
perience to fit them to become officers in
the department, The State will thus have
an opportunity not only of utilising the
brains of these young men, but their train-
ing and ability. If that is done, it will be



a step in the right direetion. During my
remarks on the Speech last gession I
adversely critieised the Mlinister lately
administering the Agricultural Department,
It was no doubt with the best of intentions
that he had made provision for the appoint-
ment of six cadets of the Agrienltural De-
partment to be dairy officers in the depart-
- ment, and to receive their instructions from
other officera of the department. With the
greater facilitics offered at the University
and with the necessity for our young men
obtaining the requisite local and detailed
knowledge in order to befit them to become
officers conne¢eted with the development of
the State, it seemed to me to be wrong
that these cadets shonld be appointed with-
out any provigion being made to see that
they obtained the best possible training to
render them suitable to fill higher positions
in the department and to gain a full and
conmplete knowledge of the work required
of thtm,

Hon, C. F. Baxter: If you are referring
to me, I wish you to kuwow that these six
cadets were never appointed. There was
not enough moncy available,

Hon. H. STEWART: I am pleased to hear
that. Some cadets were appointed, how-
ever, but I believe that under the new
scheme they will have a better opportunity
of obtaining proper training and of becom-
ing more useful officers than would other-
wise be the case. Similar steps have been
taken in conmnpection with the Works De-
partment. If these departments appoint
cadets to become officers they should alse
make provision for the cadets to obtain
the best possible training available, I have
expressed the opinion in this House that
besides having a teehnical head of the
Agricultural Department it would be betfer
to have the department administered by a
permanent board of agriculture. If, for
instance, the Mipes Department were ad-
ministered by a board a continnity of
policy would be ensured, which would lead
te the better development of the industry
than has been seen in the past. It would
also provide agaiost any suddea variations
of poliey or against the head of the depart-
ment, who might be very conversant with
the work, being supplanted by another offi-
cer owing to some disagreement with a
temporary Ministerial head. T am not re-
forring to any particular instance, but offi-
cers who have been almost in the position
of contro! have been treated in this way.
Last session the Leader of the House made
certain remarks concerning me. 1 was not
present at the fime when he made the
- gpeech, but he said, in commenting upon
the motiom brought forward by Mr. Doedd
in regard to the taxation on land, that I
had anot spoken. He also went on to say
that when the motion came to a divigion I
did not vote. That is quite correct, I did
not speak, and I do not intend to speak on
every motion or every second reading that
comes along. I speak when I have some-
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thing definite to say, and when I think my
remarks will effect some good. If I had
been present I would have voted on the
subject. The Minister, however, seemed to
imply that I bad vather dodged the issue,
and appeared to be hurt that the farmers’
conference in one year had passed a motion
in favour of this taxation while in another
vear it passed a motion opposing it. If I
were to read out-the passage I refer to it
would convey fthe impression that it was a
wrong thing for them to do, In effect, the
Leader of the House said it was too bad
that they should have done this thing, At
the farmers' conferences in 1917 and 1918 I
was largely responsible for the motion not
being earried, When it was passed in 1919
I was not at the conference at all or indeed,
I think, in the State, and then it was passed
at the tail-end of the conference when the
attendance was small. Last year I did
attend the conference and spoke against it,
and it was defeated. My attitude has been
well defined in the House on this question
over a series of years. I am in aceord with
Bir Fdward Wittenoom and Mr. Nicholson
and others in holding that land which is
not utilised along our railways should be
brought into uwse. I have always lLeld that
before we rush into some measure whieh
may do a lot to lessen production, the first
thing the Government should do is to put
a tax, not on the animproved value of all
lands, but on the land whieh is unimproved
land. If land were taxed on the unimproved
valne basis, the man who is utilising his land
aml is faced with a erop failure, would have
to pay the tax as well as face the loss of
his crop. ‘

Hon. A. H. Panton: The more improve-
ments he makes the more he is taxed.

Hon. H. STEWART: The position is too
serigus to justify its being rushed into
without careful consideration. There is a
possibility of some Ministry taking notice
of the remarks published in the daily Press,
and desiring to deal with the matter im-
mediately. I hope members will not allow
themselves to be rushed into this thing.
Tor vears past the people kave, practically
without any remonstrance, willingly borne
the burden of increased taxation and they
Iave looked for economy in administration.
J do mot think they will bear the burden
much longer. The agrieulturist has asked
in many instances for opportunity to de-
velop and earry on his business as a pro-
ducer, and to be allewed to pay his way.
He has not asked the State for assistanece.
There are many people in my provinee,
which is not in the wheat belt, who bhave
out of their own pockets established butter
factories and freezing works and have en-
gaged in storing fruit. All the subsidies
previously paid to the agriculturist have
been cut away in conneetion with roads,
agricultural societies, and so on. He is still
endeavouring to produce, and ail he asks
for is protection so as to be enabled fo
market his preduce, not at the expense of

1Y
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the State. The idea seems to exist that
these people are being subsidised by the
Gioveroment, and that the State is carry-
ing them and paying moneys on their be-
half.

Hon, G. W, Miles: What is the reply to
Mr. Panton’s statement in regard to the
railway freights?

Hon. H. STEWART: I have not had an
opportunity of investigating that statement,
but will be able to deal with it later on. A
speeial rate has been given for fertilisers
beeaunse this is the best way of encouraging
production and inereasing the wheat yicld,
and adding to the revenue of the railways,

Hon, G. W, Miles: Why is wheat earried
at such a low rate?

Hon. H. STEWART: Becaunse it is desired
to increare preduction in the State.  The
same position obtains in regard to minerals
heing transported for treatment from one part
of the State to another. The same position also
helds wood with regard to Cellie coal. When
the Lahour (iovernment were in power they
jut an impost on coal, minerals, timber, and
fortiliser. Lafer on when the representatives
of the coantry constituencies became organ-
ired, they, together with the representatives
of the timber and coal industries, waited on
the Government and the result was, the Gov-
ernment removed the inerease on coal and
timber, but ‘allowed the rate on fertiliser to
stand.

Ton. A. H. Panton: They did not,

Hon. H., STEWART: It was not until a
XNational Government came into power that
the position was remedied.

Hon. J. Ewing: And the rate has now been
doubled.

Hon. H. STEWART: There is one thing
that [ deplore in comnection with fhe Gov-
ernor’s Bpeech and it is the amount of legis-
lation that is to be broaght forward, unim-
portant legislation, as AMr. Lynn remarked
1 am in entire aceord with him that many of
the propesed measures probably could be
done without. To my mind the inerease in
lerislation means an inerease in‘the “cost of
gnwrnment an inerease in ‘the eost of
admiuistration. There is a long list of Bills
set out for us to deul with during the session.
T o uot know just wow what evils they arve
intended to remedy. There is one there which
we have heard of for many years, the Gold
Buyers™ Bill. There is also to be an amend-
ment to the Laod and Income Tax Aet, and
others which may be necessary, but of course
we shall have tn sce what they are all about
when they come forward. It seems to me

that if more attention were given to adminis--

tration and to finanee, and to the discussion
of matters in connection with these subjeets,
it would be hetter for the country.

Hon. C. T. Baxter: Then we have no right
to be here if we do not pass legislation.

Hon. H, STEWART: T was very much
strnck by what was revenled by the recent
census returns, They showed that the popu-
lation for Western Australia had during the
fleeade, increased by 46,800, The population
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of the metropolis in the meantime increased
by 49,611, in fact the country had so stag-
nated comparatively that there were 3,000

fewer. people in the country districts.
One of the Jatest refurns issued by
the Government Statistician speaks for

itself, This points the way by which we
could get back to fundamental things, and the
basie principles which would lead to the de-
velopment of the State, and it emphasises,
as I endeavourcd to show in my firat speech
in this House, and as [ have done on many
oceasions sinece, the pecessity to foster prim-
ary production in all parts of the State.
Everything else will grow of its own aceord.
[ may quote some figures for the year 1919
to bring "home to hon. members a few strik-
ing comparisons. The metropolitan-suburban
arvea of 134 square miles contain a popula-
tion of 159,000t people, that is to say, 48.3
per cent, of the total population of the
State.  The produection .from that area
way approximately £2,341,000, a pereentage
of the total production of the BState
of 104 hy 48 per cent. of the popula-
tion, The North-West—and I am pleased
that there are two representatives of the
North-West present—with an area of 216,000
square miles, and with 2.2 of the population
of the State, kad a production of g little more
than that of the metropolitan ‘grea, viz.,
£2,371,000, or 10.5 of the total production of
the State for the year. That is to say in
comparison with the metropolitan avea, tak-
ing the percentage of production over theg
pereentage of population, we get an index
figure showing that the ratio for tlhie metro-
pelitan aren was less than a quarter
as against that for the North-West of
3. The production is in proportion of over
20 to ome, and if we remember what the
relative populations are we must admit that

in  fthat 48 per cent. of population
in the metropolitan’ area there are far
more children and women than in the
great  North-West, What I have said

here and ountside is that if we want the State
to progress and develop we have to improve
the conditions in the country and make them
so attractive as to take the people away from
the city., For my friends who are concerned
partienlarly with the position of the in-
dustrialists—and I do not blame them—T
try to preserve that relative importance and
to bring this fact home, that we must Je-
velop the eountry, and we can only do that
by giving those people who go out, sufficient
inducement, and if necessary provide them
with Govermment facilities that they may
xeap. the reward of their industry. Wlth the
position as I have explained it, T am on firmi
ground when I say that T stand for the im-
provement of the conditions of thase who are
out to develop the country, whether they
e 200 or 2,000 miles from Perth.

Hon, A. H. Panton: We said that 20
years ago.

Hon. H. STEWART: The goldfields water
snpply scheme was carried out to assist in
the development of the mining industry, Mr.



374

Kirwan told us that nothing had been denc
for the mining industry. My opinion is that
too much help eannot be given in the proper
direetion to develop any of our primary in-
dustries, but the difficulty just now is how
hert to spend the money, The representatives
of the mining, pastoral, or agricultural in-
dustries come to these legislative halls to
endeavour to point out the best way to de-
velop the country. If more has been spent
in the development of agriculture than in the
development of mining, which I very much
doubt, we must see that in the future we
avoid making the conditions diffieult. There
are other comparisons to be drawn from the
table I have before me, T have quoted the
two extremes, the North-West and the metro-
politan area. The Eastern Goldfields with
11.9 per cent of the population and an area
of 72,000 square miles, produced £3,257,000
or 14.5 per cent. of the total produetion of
the State. The other portions of the State—
exelnding the North-West, the Eastern Gold-
fields, and the metropolitan area—with 37
per cent. of the population prodneed £14,427,-
000, or G4.4 per cent. of the total prodnetion.
The total production was £22396,000. If we
take the figures that 1 have already given
them, the index figure of percentage
of produgction over the percentage of
population, we have for the metropolitan
area ocne quarter, and on the Eastern
Goldfields 1.4. We can cast our minds
back to the time when the goldfields
fignres would have been in the as-
cendeney and when the returns would have
been higher than the fignres in other parts of
the State. We all hope that that position
will come about again. In the other parts of

the State the index figure is 2 per
cent.,, and for the North-West it is
3 per ecent. Tmose figures bring home

the position in a nut shell. There shonld be
an inclination on the part of those who are
here to exercise carc and not to make the
conditions on the coast so attractive that they
will prevent people going out and bettering
themselves, and hecoming bigger men with
higger incomes; at the same time we must
not impose restrictions which will prevent
the development of the country.

Hon. C, F. Baxter: What about the land
near the railways which is not being uwsed?

‘Hon, H. STEWART: I do not know whether
the hon, member was in his seat when T re-
ferred to that matter. I mentioned that Mr.
XNicholson had dealt with it and had made
vertain suggestions, and that T had during
the period of years that the hon. member was
sitting on the Ministerial beneh referred to
the matter of such land as had never been
improved, and that before taking steps fo
tax the whole of the land of the State it
was incumbent on the Government to see
what could be done in the way of further
taxing enly the land which was not improved.
A pood deal of that land may be teo poor to
utilise. However, there is an opportunity for
testing it. Further than that, in any
motions that have been brought forward

‘per student was fixed.
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for the imposition of a land tax,
there has been the qualification that
the revenue received from such a tax

should be allocated to the reduction of rail-
way fares and freights. Hon, members know
that that cannot he econstitutionally done,
that the money will have to go into consoli-
dated revenue.

Hen, A, J. H, Saw:
mackerel.

Hon. H. STEWART:  Exactlv, and we
would still have to pay the same old fares
and freights. T appeared before the Royal
Commission on Education, and gave my views
on the subject. Some of the Commissioners,
1 fear, got tired of me. Certainly the ¢ West
Australian’’ reporter did, because he did not
report me at all. T put before the Commis-
sion the position of outback people. I am
pleased to gee that the Commission have dealt
with this phase of the question in their re-
port. A case hias come under my notice of &
boy who, being over 14 years of age, was no
longer eligible for instruction. Bnt the teacher
in the district sehool was geod enongh to
give that boy and his sister additional in-
struction. Beeause it is a low grade school,
the inspector advised the teacher that the
department did not encourage that kind of
thing. Tf he had Dbeen in the city, that boy
could have attended a continuation alass. The
ingpector debarred him from getting instrue-
tion from the teacher, and advised that his
sister should be sent to the town, 12 miles
away, for her instruction.

The Minister for Tdueation:
the case.

Hon. H. STEWART:
the damage is done.

The Minister for Eduncation:
late to inquire into it,

Hon. H. STEWART: I deprecate the ex-
tent to which commercial edueation is given
in country continuation schools. All the
young people rush into typewriting and
shorthand, and then they are off to the city.
The Minister, at my suggestion, started a-
blacksmithing clags. It was an immediate
suceess. This year, in order te cut down
expenditure I sugpested that the class should
be made alternative with wool eclassing, a
very necessary study. The Minister author-
ised the arrangement. A swoitable local in-
struetor was found, and a fee of one guinea
Here in Perth the
Technical Sehool affords the same tuition
free. T asked the department what fecs
were charged for wool classes, and T got the
reply that in Perth and Fremantle a fee of
£1 per head was charged. Subsequently T
wrote to the Minister with a similar request,
and he informed me that the charge made
in Perth and Fremantle was £1. On jnvesti-
gation [ founil that the charge was made
only for overflow classes, eclasses formed
after the regular classes were filled, and that
the overflow eclass at Fremantle had fallen
off, From this we see that a number of
peopte in the city get their instruction in
wool classing free, while our people up eoun-

A sprat to catch a

Let me have
It is too late now,

Tt is not too
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try have to pay for it, which is not fair.
Also it is inimical to the settlement of the
eountry and the development of the State.
The tnition can be arranged for just as
economically in the country towns as in
Pertl, hecause all the wool for the classes
in our district was donated, whereas E pre-
sume that the wool utilised in Perth and
Fremauntle has to be purchased by the de-
partment. However, our class was satisfae-
tory and everybody was pleased. It is only
on the point of priuciple that I raise this

issuc and show that the people of the coun-

iry are under a disadvantage.’

Hon, J. Cunningham: You liked your boy
heing in the class,

Hon. H, STEWART: The interjection
serves a useful purposc. Mr. Cuuningham,
speaking of immigration, declared that only
29s. per week was paid on the farms. I
interjected ‘‘and keep,’’ T have known the
sons of farmers, worth £2 weckly to their
fathers, go elsewhere for experience and be
glad to take half of what they might have
received on their fathers’ farms. When a
man i learning he caunnot expect to get the
same as when he is a fully experieneed man,
Last year the Narrogin Scheol of Agrieul-
ture was transferred to the Education De-
partment, which in my opinion was wrong.
I am pleased to see that the,Royal Commis-
sion on Education in their, report stress the
necessity for agricultural eduecation as soon
as the finances permit. This is what the
Cummissioners say:—

It cannot bhe said that Western Aus-
tralia has yet taken this matter seriously,
The only attempt at agricultural teaching
here is that at XNarrogin. The Narrogin
agricultural sehool is utterly inadequate.
It is situated on soil declared to be very
unguitable, It is very poorly equipped for
the work. Its range. of teaching, while
useful to the boys as far as it goes, is
altogether too limited.

A school for the junior section estab-
lished on suitable soil in some place ac-
cesgible by rail from varions parts of the
State, equipped with the material for ele-
mentary teaching of the agricultural sei-
enees, organised under a staff qualified in
both the sctentific and practical sides of
agriculture, supplied with the best ex-
amples of stock, i3 the first °~neccssity.
Even at Narrogin if the school were reor-
ganised in this way good work might be
done until a more snitable loeation for it
could be found.

The school at Narrogin has béen recently

transferred to the Edieation Department.
The advantage of such a transfer is that
such a school ean always be linked with
the schools that must supply it with pupils,
At the same time, the general direction of
an agricultural school or college requires
the co-operation of agricultural experts
with the educational aunthorities,  Above
all, the college needs a highly trained
scientific staff, consisting of men who can
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combine with their scientific knowledge n
practical applieation of if, so that in all
the instruction given at the schoo! the fact
iz never forgotten that it lhas to be re-
muuerative to the student,
And they add— .

1t is clear to the Commission that the
Narrogin school as it stands at pregent
should be entirely reorganised, and its
scope materially extended, if it is to meet
the nceds of the State even for the train-
ing of junior students. For such a State
as this, with possibilities in sagricuitural
production that .cannot be estimated, the
Commisgion urges that the very best pro-
vision should be made for the agrieultural
training of its young men. The demand
for it already exists, and there is probably
no expenditure which the State can make
that will prove to be so productive as that
devoted to the provision of -a well organ-
ised agricnltural college.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Hon. H. STEWART: Before tea T was
nmaking o few prosy remarks as to the Royal
Cymmission on Education. The Commission
make the following general observation on
agricultural educatioh:—

Secing that the future of this State will
largely depend on the development of its
agricultnre, the need for agricultural
teaching is even more pressing than for
any other form of technical education.

Sowme of the illustrations which T have given,
if taken apart from their context and the
general tenor of my speech, may seem almost
paltry. However, they are only used as
illustrations of diffieulties that ecan oceur
and of evident hardships that can arige
from a country residence. Just before the
adjournment I was quoting from the report
as to the need for teachers in agrieultural
colleges having speeial scientific knowledge.
Turning over the veport, I looked to see
whether the matter was referred to at all
in connection with the training of teachers,
Tlowever, I find there no suggestion what-
ever for providing either for couniry school
teachers or as regards agricultural college in-
structors, any training for that work. Those
men, apart from having a natural agri-
gultural bent, must be born teachers.
I have not Dhad time to peruse the
whole report; I have only glanced through
it sinee eoming into the Chamber. When
speaking to Dr. Saw on this subject, .I
gathered that he did not think the repert
contained any reference to it. TLet me draw
aitention to what has been done in New
Scoth Wales. With that, the chairman of
the Commission, Mr. Board, will of course
be thoroughly familiar, First let me
mention that in, this State a few years ago
there was inaugurated a farmers’ winter
course at Narrogin, That course has been
su highly appreciated by the farmers that
the aecommodation has heen over-taxed.
Now, im New South Wales there was estab-
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lished, about 1902 or 1903, a summer school
at the Hawkesbury Apgriecnltural College,
designed for the purpose of giving teachers
in country sehools the opportunity of gain-
ing a knowledge of agricultural operations
and some knowledge of stock, so that in
teaching they could nse illustrations which
would bring those matters home to the
pupils. Something in that nature might be
adopted here. Even a summer schoul in
connection with our agrieultural colleges
wounld be something. From the inadequate
attention which I have been able to give
the report so far, I feel disposed to point
out that whereas the Commission were
given a very -wide scope, they were also
given definite points on which to direct
their investigations and recommendations. 1
think their report would have been con-
siderably more helpful if their cooclusions
had been summarised, by way of returning
terse answers to the questions which were
given the Commission as the basis of their
investigations. When the voluminous re-
port of the Royal Commission on Agricil-
ture was issued, the recommendations,
apart fromi the general matter, weie suri-
marised, with definite pronouncements and
adviee. Tn this ease, unfortunately, that
appears not to have been done, There are
many other matters which one would like
to deal with on the Address-in-reply, but I
do not propose to do so. I listened with
interest and attention to the various
speeches  delivered in the debate. Sir
Edward Wittenoom’s remarks on land
settlement and on the sphere of taxation
by roads boards, and on the sphere of taxa-
tion and enterprise to be covered by mauni-
eipalities, appealed to me very much; and
very largely they have my sympathy and
sapport. Mr. Nicholson made a most valu-
able contribution, giving evidence of a de-
sire to regard matters broadly from the
point of view of the interests of the State
as a whole, and rvealising difficulties and
making suggestions. Mr. Lynn dealt with
finanee in a similar spirit. Ar. Panton, in
the course of his eritieism of the Railway
Department, submitted a ease which I in-
tend to investigate at the earliest possible
opportunity, with a view to discovering, if
possible, some solution of the problem. T
was  glad to hear Mr. Cunningham deal
with the railway reports as he did. In
181718 there was a  proposal for the
appointment of three Commissioners, which
wroposal was rejected.  Mr, Cunningham
dealt with the increase in the staff of the
Railway Department, as compared with the
want of increase in traffie. There must be
surplus men in the department, and they
should be dispensed with, T have mueh
pleasure in supporting the motion before
the House.

Mon, E. RUSE (South-West) [7.37]: In
supperting the motion for the adoptien of
the Address-in-reply, I desire to refer to a
few points in the Governor’s Speech. First

[COTUNCIL,}

of all, T desire to congratulate the Govern-
ment on their suceess in settling returned
soldiers on the land. The fact that nearly
4,000 settlers have been placed on our lands
during the last three years is a thing to be
proud of. T hope, however, that the Gov-
ernment will not stop there, hut that they
will see the settlers obtain facilities for
conveying their produce to wmarket, and,
further, see that the settlers receive the
fair value of their produer. Tn the past
very little notice has been taken of the
man placed on the land once he has been
placed there; practically, he has been
allowed to fond.entirely for himself after
that, This is evident if we look at the men
now on the land, and consider the treat-
ment that has been meted out to them.
Muny gettlemients are hardly able to get
their produce to market, because of the
bad state of the roads. The Government
should see that the settlers have at all
cvents decent ronds to the nearest railway
station. In the past we have urged our
pcople to ‘‘produce, produce, produce’’;
but, as one hon. member has said, the tend-
ecney now is to economise. As regards
dairying and mixed farming, in view of the
low prices realised it is evident that the
Government are making a mistake in not
putting forth greater efforts to keep the
men engaged “in these industries on the
land. The dairying industry has made
strides, but unless it receives more foster-
ing care from the Government, it will retro-
gress to such an extent that a man will not
be able to make a living in it. I am sorry
that the Governor’s Speech makes no men-
tion of a Marparine Bill. The matter is a
very important one and should be taken up
promptly by the Govermmnent. Last year
there was nearly 100 per cent., more of
butter substitutes imported into this State
than during the vear befere. The re-
manufaeiure of those butter substitutes
here gives employment to only two or three
men, whereas we have thousands of
farmers engaged in dairying, or about
to engage in that iudustry.  Butter,
of course, eosts very much more to produece
than margarvine, We do not for a moment
wish to prevent the sale of margarine in this
State, but it would be desirable to adopt here
the Vietoriau Aet, which prevents the intro-
duction of colonring matter inte margarine.
Moreover, margarine is a foreign product, and
it should be sold in its matural state, as the
Victorian Act requires. In the Buabory dis-
trict alone there are about 500 farmers sup-
plying ecream to a butter factory, and they
andl other dairy farmers should Dbe pro-
terted, as regards the sale of their butter in
the epen market, against unfair competition.

The Minister for Education: There is very
little marparine being sold now,

Hon. E. ROSE: Last year £40,052 worth of
hutter substitutes were imported into this
Biate, That value, sold retail, would repre-
gent probably £100,000. The re-manufacture
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of butter substitutes is very profitable, though
it employs very few hands. I have to speak
in much the same strain coneerning the need
for Government assistance to the potato grow-
ing industry. Potato growers have no means
of euring potatoes and preventing their being
ruined by the potato moth when stored. Last
year the Government aunounced that they
would endcavour to discover some means of
providing cool storage for potatoes and so
preventing the losses from moths, This mat-
ter is of great moment to the people of the
South-West. T am certain that if the Gov-
ernment set their experts to work, these would
devise some meany of safely storing potatoes
during a giut, until snch time as there was
a possibility of selling them to sothe profit.
The position of the potato grower has been a
very hard one of recent years. Among them
there are many returned soldiers, who, from
no fanlt of their own, but simply through
occurrence of a glut, have lost very heavily
by the moth while holding their potatoes in
store. As regards the dairving industry, 1
am a dairy farmer myself, and also a diree-
tor of the largest butter company in Western
Australia. ‘Therefore, on the subject of the
dairying industry I can speak with some con-
fidence, the matter being one that I thor-
oughly understand. The Government ought
to assist all the settlers they are placing ou
our lands, not only by providing facilities for
the conveyance of their produce to market,
but by furnishing what I may term social
amenitics. In the case of men accustomed
to town life, the Government should see that
they have a recreation ground and hal
when they scttle on the land. With that
assistanee, such settlers will soon make
a little town, and live wmauch™ more bhap-
pily and contentedly.  Things are differ-
ent now from what they were when we
were boys. We had to work 12 or 14 hours a
day then. Wec know what the hours are to-
day. 1 would be sorry to sce the old times
come back when we lad to slave on all day.
The Government would be wise to provide
these facilities not only in the interests of the
voung men, but of their wives as well. We all
know that they like to get together and have
their pleasures and enjoy their dances as a
comimunity, In seftling areas such as the
Peel cstate and other similar stretches of
country, we.have before us the task of set-
tling that same belt of country right through
. from here to DBunbury, Bussclton, thg
Margaret River and around the eoast.
There 1 voom Tor thomsands of set-
tlers in  that belt, awd when the iron
horse is provided so that they ecan get
their produce to market, settlement shonld
be greatly encouraged., ‘The Goverument, 1
understand, are running a tram line through
the Peel estate, and I think it would be wise
to earry that system through to other similar
areas, Last session a Stallions Registration
Bill was presented to Parliament, but it failed
to pass. I cannot understand why this Bill
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is not mentioned in the Covernor’s Speech
for this session.

The Minister for Edueation: That Bill will
he introduced during this session.

Hon. E. ROSE: I am glad to hear that.
Both this Bill and the one 1 have been deal-
ing with were omitted from the Governor’s
Speech, yet they are important Bills, The
South-West is going ahead by leaps and
bounds, and I am sure the Government will
realise that it is essential that they should
give the farmers every assistance to get their
produce to market with expedition. I think
that it is highly nccessary that a Bill should
he introdnced to ‘deal with our main roads.
[ belicve that the Viectorian Roads Act, if it
were introduced in Western Australia would
prove highly beueficial, I believe it would
prove so because the Government can borrow
£50,000 to £100,000 at a mueh cheaper rate
than the roads boards would be able to, It
is quite certain that we shall have to borrow,
money to put the roads in order beeause the
%oads at the present time are in guch a state
that if something is not dome promptly, i
will be impossible for the farmers to use

®those theroughfares in conncetion with the
mavketing of their produce. When we look
at the list of importations from the Eastern
States, we realise how much comes into the
State than could be produced in Western
Australia, Last year we still imported about
£:08,000 worth of butter although we have
overtaken the leeway in that connection to

. some little extent. That sum represcuts in
itzelf sufficient to keep a good number of
men in employment. Each day throughout
the year, something like £2,000 is going out
of the State for dairy produce alone, quite
apart from other produce that could easily
be supplied by Western Australia for her
own requirements. The same applies to a
great many other things, and yct money
continnes to go out of the State for these
different products. We have to see what
the mixed farmer is doing to appreciate the
difficulties the producers have to overcome.
The mixed farmer is engaged in raising
pigs, poultry and eggs at the present time,
but he is paying cxorbitant prices for
wheat. It may not be known to hon. mem-
bers that we e¢an purchase South Australian
wheat in Fremantle cheaper than we can
precure our locul wheat.  Where is the
pool?  What is it doing? What is the
Prices Regulation Commission doing?

Hon. J. Ewing: There is plenty of wheat
going to waste in the South-West.

Hon: E. ROSE: I krow one merchant who
applied to the pool for wheat at Bunbury
but he could not get it. He made inquiries’
at Fremantle for one or two trucks and the
price quoted was 7s, 11d. per bushel. He
thought that. price was too high and
Le approached a broker and agked him
for a quote for second grade South
Australian  wheat. He received a quota-
tion of ?s. 6d. per bushel f.o.r. Fremantle.
If we can ship wheat from South Australia
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to Western Australia for 7s. 6d. per bushel,
why cannot the wheat pool in this State
supply local requircments cheaper than
that! That is another way in which the
Government are handicapping farmers in
the South-West. The farmers cannot get
wheat for their poultry and pigs at a
reasonable rate and yet £103,000 worth of
ham and bacon was imported last year.
Why sbould those importations continue
when we have men eon the land who are
capable of produeing the article locally!
If the Government Jdo not render more
assistance, I am afraid that a lot of these
men will have to cease farming, and we will
lose them from this State.

Hon. G. W, Miles: They will make some-
thing doing cach other’s washing.

Hon. E. ROSE: One cannot make a profit
out of that work as well. Referring to the
railways and the effeet of the railways
upon the deficit, I contend that there is one
‘way in which the railways can be made
Icss costly, and that is by running lesg
mileage and spending some moncy in re-
ducing the grades. In the South-West

thousands of tons of coal from the Collieg

coalficlds are railed down to Brunswick.
Trains have to come down half loaded to Fern-
brook and return empty because the grades
are too high to enable them to be loaded to
their full capacity. If the Government
speut some money in securing a route with
amore suitable grades, as for instance,

through the Ferguson areas, or by some.
other route which appeals to the engineers, *

they would be able to haul the coal much
more cheaply than is possible to-day. They
have to make two trips instead of one at
the present time and. the engine and the
men bhave to work day and night, At Collie
the railway yard is so congested that they
cannot do any shunting. Some few miles
out there is a mine known as the Westralia
Black Diamoud Mine. A good many
thousand tons are shifted from that mine
down to the siding and have to be
shunted back to Collie becaunse there is no
weighbridge. As a result there is about
deven miles of extra haulage and I am
sure¢ it would pay if a weighbridge were
sepplied to  meet  their requirements

Hon. J. Ewing: That is quite truc.

Hon, E, ROSE: There are quite a number
of things like that requiring attention in the
South-West. The harbour at Bunbury is not
provided with adequate facilities for the
bunkering of coal. Instead of the open trucks

which are provided now, a number of six or ~

eight ton hopper trucks and a couple of 10
ton crancs to haul them should be provided
at Bunbury. Tf that were done, bunkering
could be earried out in half the time it takes
at present. Such coal trucks as I mention
would be useful for Fremantle- as well as for
Bunbury, and they would be of great assist-
ance to the bunkering trade and they would
lessen the mileage neeessitated by that trade.
The Bunbury harbour should have more
money spent upon it so as to indunce larger

[COUNCIL.]

buats to eall there, not only for bunkering
coal but for shipping produce and fruit from
that district. I do not see why the fruit
growers should rail their produet from Bridge-
town to Fremantle, a distance of 120 miles
further than if they railed their fruit to the
natural port of Bunbury. We should have one
or two bhoats calling at Bunbury every vear for
fruit, and if the Government gave encourage-
ment by providing adequate shipping facili-
ties, the interests of the industry would be
conserved. The Dbunkering trade is going
ghead by leaps and bounds, and Collie eoal
has proved to be one of the greatest asscts
we have in Western Australia, That industry
should receive cvery possible assistance from
the Government. Fremantle is too far away.
Why should the conl be hauled to Fremantle
when there iz the natural harbour for the
Collie econlfields at Bunbury? There is an un-
limited supply of coal at Collie, and we do not
know how much there really is. We have seen
the annguncement that coal has been found
in the Irwin River district. We de not know
what the extent of that field or what the
value of the coal will prove to be. I hope,
however, that it will prove to be good gquality
coal, and, if that should be the case it will
be a very great asset for that part of the
State. In any ease, that coalfield will not be
of any material assistance to the port of Fre-
mantie uniess the calorific value of the coal
proves to be very high. Collie coal has proved
of great assistance in the past and without it,
the eost of running the railways would have
been much higher than it has proved ta be,
and furthermore, the defieit would have been
greatly inercased.. There are other matters
in connection with the South/West that 1
would like to touch upon but I will refrain
from doing ro at the present juneture, I have
liztened with a great deal of attention to the
previous speakers and particularly te Mr.
Stewart who has gone most carefully into the
fizures dealing with proluction in the Qif-
forent parts of the State. Tt was extremely
interesting to listen to those figures. T am
firmly convineed that the South-West will be
something like Vietoria and that it will prove
to be the salvation of Western Australia. The
Bouth-West is the garden of Wostern Aus-
tralia and when it is preperly populated we
will have a thriving and, T hope, a happy
population in that part of the State. T con-
gratulate the Government on the settlement
scheme they have adopted and the manner in
which thev have established a number of set-
Hers «in different areas. The work of the
tree pullers is very effective and T am con-
vineod that by the nse of these machines the
cost of clearing the land will be mueh less
than anticipatedl. Of course, it i3 well known
that in hilly eountry there, we have to do a
gool deal of heavy clearing before the land
can be put under cultivation. T hope before very
long the drift in the finances will be stopped.
[ think the Government roalige that some-
thing has to be done to prevent us from
drifting on to the financial rocks. T have
every confidence in Western Australia, for 1
L)



(24 Avyeusr, 1921.] . 279

belicve we have a great future ahead of our
huge territory which Pposscsees SO mach an-
known wealth, T bope to see in two or threc
years time that we have not only stopped the
financial drift, but commeénced to place the
affairs of this State on a highly satisfactory
basis.

On motion by Hon. V. Bamersley, debate-

adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.58 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRAMWAY EXTENSION,
SOUTH PERTH-COMD.

Captain CARTER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, When was the material for the
proposed South Perth-Como tramway exten-
~gion ordered? 2, When, was the specified
date of delivery, if any? 3, Has the material
keen shipped yet? If so, on what boat or
boats? 4, When is the material expected to
arrive?

The MINISTER FOR ERAILWAYS re-
© “pliedd: "1, Preparation for ‘ordering necessary
material to commence extensions of the met-
ropelitan  tramway system was wmade scon
after the passing of the Loan Estimates last
year, and definite orders for rails and fas-
tenings were made in May last, balance of
the wmaterial at subsequent dates. 2, Ap-
proximately three to three and a half months
from date of plaeing orders. 3, No definite
advice available. 4, Towards end of Sep-
tember ot carly in October

QUESTION—PERTH TECHNICAL
SCHOOL.

Shed Hands and Union Tickeis.

Mr. A, THOMBON asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that the following motice was ex-
hibited in the Technical School: ‘‘Wool-
classing: (i.) Intending shed hands should
toke out union tickets before they leave the
metropolitan distriet. (i) Students should
follow - the ‘Advice to Students’ dated
21/6/21, posted in the classrooms, and be-
fore finalising their arrangements should in-
terview cither the Director or the Secre-
tary’’? 2, If so, who is regponsible? 3, Is
it the policy of the Education Department to
compel students at the Teehnical School to
join tyade unions®

The PREMIER replied: 1,

Yes. 2,
Director of Technical Eduecation,

3, No.

QUESTION--FREE PASSES FOR
RETURNED SOLDIERS.

Mr. WILSON asked the Premier: 1, Have

* the Federal Govermment recouped the Rail-

way Department of Western Australia for
the moneys expended in granting free rail-
way and tramway passes over the Govern-
ment railways and tramways to ex-members
of the ALF. who are (a) blinded or totally
and permanently ineapacitated; (b) inmates
of or attending for treatment at military
hospitals, sanatoriums, convalescent homes,
and hostels; (e) eligible for full membership
i1 the Maimed and Limbless Men’s Associa-
tion; (d) cligible for full membership of
the Tubercular SBailors and Soldiers’ Associa-
tion of W.A.% 2, Is it the intention of the
Government to carry out the above provisions
antil finality has been reached with the Fed-
eral Government®

The FREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, INTER-
CHANGE OF TEACHERS.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Premier:
1, Has he read the following paragraph in
the latest issue of the ‘‘Sunday Times’'’:—
“#Miss Jessie Horton, of the Education De-
partment, who is one of the teachers from
Western Ausiralia sent on an observation
tour to England, and with her mother, Mrs.
J. Horton, of Queen’s Park, is now settled
in London., Miss Horton, uuder direections
from the London County Council of Educa.
tion, is observing in different schools each
week. Between times they _enjoy sight-

-seeing in London’'? 2, Are the statéments -

contained therein substantlally correct? 3,
How many teachers have been sent on
observation tours, and at what cost to the
Departinent?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Miss

Horton was granted twelve months’ leave.

of absence withont pay under the scheme
of the League of the Empire for the inter-
change of teachers with the London County



